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to Spain, writing to the king the success of the past, as well
as present state of affairs, and his discovery of the South
Sea; wherefore he supplicated his high majesty to grant him
that government, and send him a thousand men that he
might conquer and rule those nations, promising in a short
time to find a very great abundance of riches, as indicated
by the beginning. He sent his majesty twenty-five large
pearls % and thirty thousand gold ducats as his fifth, with
some other presents; although only a short time before he
had sent another good sum of money, but that ship had
been wrecked on her passage, and all the crew drowned.
The king accepted the gift and the fifth with delight, as
well as the letter informing him of the discovery of the
Southern Sea. This was the reason of his majesty's rever-
sing the sentence that had been pronounced against Valboa,
and moreover granted him the government of the new sea.
He sent him a thousand men as a help, and appointed
Pedrarios Davila as governor of the Antica of Darien; also
brother Gobatto, of the Order of Saint Francis, his own
preacher, as bishop, who were accordingly sent. The king,
among other things that he recommended to the governor,
especially desired that the Indians might be well treated,
and that peace should be sought before they were induced
to go to war with them. That the government should be
carried on according to the laws of Hoieda and Niquesa;
and that the spoils of conquest should always be shared with
the monks who accompanied them in hopes of converting
the natives. With these injunctions, Pedrarios Davila of
San Lucar sailed in the year 1514, with four ships and eleven
caravels, carrying fifteen hundred men. On arriving at the
Antica, Valboa, with all his friends, went joyfully to receive
them, and lodged the governor in his own house. He then
gave him full information of all his former enterprizes, and
of the present state of those provinces.1
1 According to Oviedo, this conference was not so consonant to the